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ON CERTAIN TYPES OF ADJECTIVE-COMPLEMENTATION IN 
CONTEMPORARY POLISH 

Whether or not the term 'valency' is used, numerous studies take as their starting point the 
potential ability of a verb to bind a certain number of certain morphologically (and/or 
semantically) defined complements. Less widely recognized is the fact that such potential 
ability is not characteristic of the verb alone and can be shown to be applicable, in varying 
degrees, to other parts of speech as well, namely, to substantives and adjectives. With this we 
accord with the view expressed clearly by G. Helbig, that word-classes other than the verb, 
although differing in detail, demonstrate the same basic ability.1 The syntactical behaviour of 
various nouns, especially (but not exclusively) those derived from verbs, can be described in 
terms of valency, i.e. by establishing the number and types of complements occuring with 
them. However, while most verbs can be combined with a number of complements, and 
those that cannot (avalent 'impersonal' or univalent 'intransitive' verbs) are relatively rare, the 
ratio for nouns is the inverse. As for adjectives, most of those that can occur with valential 
complements consist, as is to be expected, of various formations derived from verbs. H. 
Happ in his Grundfragen2 discussed in depth the standing of complements to such deverbal 
adjectives in Latin and also in German. In conclusion he recommends to acknowledge their 
relationship to the complements of the underlying verbs in question: "... sollte man ... die 
intuitiv gefühlte Verbindung zwischen den Adjektiv-Ergänzungen und den Verb-Ergän­
zungen in der Beschreibung zum Ausdruck zu bringen versuchen". 

In Polish, there exist more than a dozen derivational suffixes of various degrees of 
frequency and productivity, by means of which deverbal adjectives are formed.3 Of course, 
there are some derived adjectives which do not possess the property of combining with 
complements;4 others, the regular active participle in -a.cy and the passive participle in -ny, 
-ony, -ty, reflect completely the valency of the verb due account taken of valency-reduction 
with passive transforms. We shall not deal with the latter classes here. 

The syntactical properties of adjectives, deverbal ones included, are described in the very 
informative study of M. Szupryczynska5, whose outlook, however, is purely notional, 
without taking into account the connection between adjective-complementation and its 
derivation-class. Some remarks on adjective valency from the diachronic point of view are 
included in D. Buttler's Innowacje.6 

1.0 The most frequent and the most productive suffix, but at the same time the least 
specialized one7, is -ny (-ony). It is commonly used to form passive participles from active 
verbs complemented by the accusative (e.g. jeud "eat": jedzony "eaten"), and sporadically 
from verbs complemented by other case-forms (e.g. chcied (Gen) "want": chciany "wanted", 
rzadzid (Instr) "govern": rza.dzony "governed"). Any passive participle, when used without 
agent-expression (przez + Ace "by"), can be considered an adjective, as znany aktor "a 
known (= famous) actor". 
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1.1 In addition, by means of -ny other formations can be derived, however from a verbal 
stem different from that of the passive participle. Their derivation is rather unpredictable and 
much less productive than that of the participle. In the majority of cases, they show the same 
valency as the underlying verb, especially when derived from verbs complemented by case-
forms other than the accusative and having an active value, thus: 

slynad z + Gen "to be famous for": slynny z + Gen "famous for" 
wierzyd Dat "to believe": wierny Dat "faithful to" 
pozostaniemy wierni hqnorowi zolnierza W8 "We shall remain faithful to the soldier's 

honour" 
za.dadGen "to demand": zadny Gen "avid for". 

Adjectives derived from reflexive verbs function in precisely the same way: 
przydad sie Dat do + Gen "to be useful to sb. for sth. ": przydatnyDai do + Gen "useful 

to sb. for sth . " 
nalezed Dat "to be due to, to be becoming to": nalezny Dat "rightful, proper, suitable for, 

due to". 
In these cases, the function of the deverbal adjective is very close to that of an active 

participle. The two differ mainly in their relation to time, in that the adjective, being devoid of 
any notion of absolute or relative time, designates a very general quality, While the participle 
specifies the validity of such a quality in defined circumstances. Compare the following: 

baczyd na + Ace "to observe, to watch": Ьасгцсу na + Ace "observing, watching" : 
bacznyna + Ace "watchful, careful" 

nalezed sie Dat "to be due to": nalezacy sie Dat '"due to": nalezny Dat "rightful, proper, 
due to", etc. 

korzystad... z naleznego mi spokoju К "to enjoy... the peace (that is) due to me". 

1.2. Some of the adjectives formed from transitive verbs that are complemented by the 
accusative exist beside passive participles and share with those the valency model of the verb 
(excluding the accusative form of the verb-complement). Such adjectives are basically non-
active and their meaning includes a shade of "capability (to undergo an action)", e.g.: 

dziedziczyd Ace "toinherit": dziedziczony "inherited": dziedziczny "hereditary" 
sklonid Ace do + Gen "to induce, to prompt sb. to": skloniony do + Gen przez + Ace 

"induced to sth. by sb.": sklonny do + Gen "inclined to" 
rozum sklonny... do biernego oporu К "a mind inclined... to passive resistance" 
nie rozlafizyd Gen9 od + Gen "not to separate sth./sb. from sth/sb.": nie rozlapzony od + 

Gen przez + Ace "not separated from sth./sb.": nierozlaczny od + Gen "inseparable 
from sth./sb.". 

Note that such pairs of adjectives/participles exhibit a valency-difference not directly 
connected to that of the valency-model of the basic verb: unlike the passive participles the 
adjectives do not admit agent expressions. Thus e.g.: 

chlopiec skloniony przez brata do klamstwa "a boy induced by his brother to (tell) a lie" 
vs. chiopiec sklonny do klamstwa "a boy inclined to (tell) a lie". 
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Not only is the agent-expression przez + Ace (which is characteristic of passive 
constructions) here formally excluded, but the quality denoted is perceived as a permanent 
attribute of the substantive rather than as a temporary result of an action (as is the case of the 
passive participle). 

On the other hand, it is possible to view these adjectives as derived, rather than from the 
transitive term, from the 'reflexive' one of the verb in question, and to establish a relation 
between e.g.: sklonid sie, sklaniad SIQ "to tend to", sklaniaja.cy sie "tending to" and sklonny 
"inclined to". Such a relation would be parallel to that of the 'reflexiva tantum1, e.g.: staradsie 
"to endeavour" staraja.cy SIQ "endeavouring": staranny "careful". 

1.3 Other adjectives which have an exclusively passive sense (without any notion of 
"capability") show valency-patterns not derivable from that of the underlying verb, e.g.: 

winid Асе о + Ace "to blame sb./sth. for sth.": winny Gen "guilty of" 
winny zajscia policjant byl na sluzbie L "The policeman guilty of the incident was on 

duty" 
odmienid Ace "to change": odmiennyod-\- Gen "different from" 
slawid Ace za + Ace "to praise sb. for sth.": slawny z -/-Gen "famous for" 

2.0 Deverbal adjectives of other formations that are less closely related to the underlying 
verb are of lower frequency than those in -ny. 

2.1 Derivatives in -ly, being originally perfect active participles, are in most cases formed 
from perfective univalential verbs; as they usually denote states, they do not occur with 
valential complements, e.g.: pobladly 'pale, faint", splesnialy "mouldy", posiwialy "turned 
grey", przeszly "past", etc. In rarer instances in which adjectives in -ly are derived from 
verbs other than univalential ones and do have valential complements, the semantic link 
between them and the verb in question is rather weak. The difference in meaning is 
accompanied by a clear difference in valency, so that their valency is in no way derivable 
from that of the verb, and the adjectives often show valency patterns common to other, not 
necessarily deverbal, adjectives which belong to the same semantic field, e.g.: 

czud Ace "to feel": czulyna + Ace "susceptible to" (cf. wrazliwyna + Ace "sensitive to") 
and czuly dla/wobec +Gen "tender to, towards" (cf. tkliwy dla/wobec + Gen 
"affectionate to, towards") 

smied Inf "to dare": smialy wobec + Gen "daring, courageous" (cf. odwatny wobec + 
Gen "daring, courageous") 

leted "to lie": odlegly od + Gen "far from" (cf. daleki od + Gen "far from") 
opis... takjest daleki od sedna sprawy W "The description is so far from the heart of the 

matter" 
Note, however, a few exceptions in which the adjective in -ly shows the same valency-

patterns as the verb, e.g.: 
podlegad Dat "to be subordinated to": podlegly Dat "subordinated to, subject to" 
zdarzenia... niepodlegle statystyce L "events... (that are) not subject to statistics". 
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2.2 The derivational suffix -amy is fairly productive and carries a highly specialized 
function. Adjectives in -alny, derived exclusively from transitive verbs, denote capability or 
aptitude to be an object of an action, e.g. jadalny "edible", widzialny "visible", policzalny 
"countable". . 

When the underlying verb is capable of being complemented by some prepositional 
phrase in addition to the complement in the accusative, these prepositional phrases are 
maintained in the valency-model of the adjective, e.g.: 

przethimaczyd Ace z + Gen na + Ace "to translate sth. from ... into": przetmmaczalny 
z + Gen na + Ace "translatable from... into". 

Otherwise the adj ectives are uncomplemented. 
Some adjectives in -alny denote suitability for being an instrument or an aid, rather than an 

object, of an action, e.g. (mowa) powitalna "greeting-address", (spojrzenie) blagalne 
"imploring glance", etc. 

3.0 Other adjective formations are much rarer, and their function is less specific. Their 
connection to the underlying verbs, both in meaning and in valency-patterns, is rather 
unpredictable. They often share valency-patterns with underived adjectives of the same 
semantic field, especially when complemented by prepositional phrases with prepositions of 
clear spatial meaning. 

3.1 Adjectives denoting "fitness" or "usefulness for sth." combine with complements in 
the form of a prepositional phrase do + Gen (of nouns, of action or activity), e.g.: 

nieprzyjeto gojako niezdolnego do sluzby К "TheV rejected him as incapable of service" 
Hala ... bardziej skora do cieplego usmiechu W "H.... more prone to a warm smile 

(= more readily smiling)" 
to si] fakty... trudne do zrozumenia К "These are facts... difficult to understand" 
wyrok... byl latwy doprzewidzenia К "The verdict... was easy to predict" 

jestmu to konieczne dopelnienia... obowia.zk.6w W "This is vital to him for doing his... 
duty" 

And also: gotowy "ready", zdatny "fit", chetny "willing", odpowiedni "suitable", 
wlauciwy "proper", mozliwy "possible" etc. 

3. 2. Adjectives denoting separation in the broadest sense can have as their complement a 
prepositional phrase od + Gen, e.g.: 

Pozory ... nie takie znöw dalekie od prawdy К "Appearances ... not that far from the 
truth" 

nieodlaczne od mentalnosci ... poczucie prawa wlasnosci "sense of ownership right... 
inseparable from the mentality" 

And also: odlegly "far", rdzny "different", odwrotny "opposite", odmienny "distinct", 
inny "different", nierozerwalny "inseparable, indissoluble", pochodny "derived, stemming 
from", wolny "free", etc. 

http://obowia.zk.6w
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3.3 Adjectives denoting "greed and sensitivity'", i.e. "receptivity", are complemented by 
the prepositional phrase na + Ace, e.g.: 

sa. röwnoczeunie odporne i nieodporne na metabolizm tkankowy L "They are at the same 
time resistant and non-resistant to tissue-metabolism" 

ja... najmniej podatny na podobne truciznyК."I... the least susceptible to such poisons" 
obojetna na to, со sie dookola niej dzieje К "indifferent to what is happening around her" 
stephlejna bodice wiary К "insensitive to the impulses of faith" 

Also: lasy "keen", chciwy "greedy" lakomy "avid, greedy", pazerny "greedy", czuly 
"sensitive", wrazliwy "susceptible", gotowy "ready", gluchy "deaf to", etc. 

3.4 Two groups of adjectives can be characterized as denoting "attitude". One group 
consists of adjectives complemented by the dative, usually of a "human" substantive, e.g.: 

czypanu znanyjest ten typ granatu? L "Is this type of grenade known to you?" 
mam dane ..., ktöre dostepne byly Kardaszowi W "I have the data ... which were 

available to K." 
pozostaniemy wierni honorowi zolnierza W "We shall remain faithful to the soldier's 

honour" 
sluchalem ... rytmu, ktöry... nie byl mi obojetny W "I was listening ... to the rhythm that 

... was not unattractive to me (= to which I was not indifferent)" 
pilismy... dalecy sobie W "We were drinking.., far (= strange) to each other" 
pocia.g posluszny rozkazom Regencji W "a train obedient to the commands of the 

Regency" 
zdarzenia... niepodlegle statystyce L "events... (that are) not subject to statistics" 
mote im jest to niezbedne К "Maybe it is indispensable to them" 
jestesmy... przeciwni stosowaniu terroru К "We are... opposed to the use of terror" 
byli mi sympatyczni К "They were agreeable to me" 

Also: znajomy "known", rad "glad", chetny "willing, well-disposed", przynalezny "due", 
bliski "close", obey "strange", wlasciwy "proper", wdzieczny "grateful", etc . 

Adjectives of the other group are complemented by phrases with dla, wobec, wzgledem, 
w stosunku do + Gen that are characteristic of adjective-valency and, dla excepted, are not 
found outside the valency models of adjectives. Their semantic field can be defined as one of 
"attitude", usually a specifically positive or negative one, e.g.: 

byl do&d szczodry wobec obslugi L "He was rather generous to the staff" 
jaki kamieu, jakie imie wlasciwe sa. dla danego dnia W "Which stone, which name, is 

proper for a given day" 
wynikprocesu byl korzystny dla nas К "The outcome of the trial was favourable to us" 
bylniewazny, nieistotny dla niej К "It was not important, not essential to her" 
ustalenie stanu rzeczowego jest dla nas nieslychanie watne L "Establishing the factual 

state is extremely important to us" 
bylismy w stosunku do nich nielitosciwi i okrutni К "We were merciless and cruel to 

them" 
groznesa, dla ustrojukapitalistycznego К "They are dangerous to the capitalistic regime" 
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byl dla calejreszty... surowy К "He was severe towards all the others" 
jest to typowe dla drobnomieszczanstwa К "This is typical... of the lower middle-class" 

\ nasza reakcja byla ... charakterystyczna dla stosunku starszej generacji К "Our reaction 
was... characteristic of the attitude of the older generation" 

pozostajemy bezradni wobec niebezpieczenstwa К "We remain helpless in face of the 
danger" 

Also: uprzejmy "kind", przyjazny "friendly", ska.py "stingy", dobry "good", zly "bad", 
grzeczny "polite", miTyJ'nice", przykry "unpleasant, nasty'l odpowiedni "suitable", 
stosowny "proper", szkodliwy "harmful", potyieczny "useful", pomy&ny "favourable", etc. 
All adjectives in this group can be complemented by the phrase ala •+ Gen, some of them by 
this phrase only, e.g., odpowiedni "suitable", charakterystyczny "characteristic". Others can 
occur with one or another of the four, e.g., uprzejmy "kind" ща/wobec/wzgledem/w 
stosunku do. 

4. Adjectives complemented b^the genitive form a small but distinct group. Although they 
do not all belong to one and the same semantic field, they have some cpmmon morphological 
and semantic features. When used predicatively they may, but need not, occur in a short 
form.10 Some of them do not occur without a complement, especially in the predicative 
function (whether or not the short form of the adjective is used), and when they do, their 
meaning may be quite different.11 

For the adjectives ciekaw/ciekawy "curious", pewien/pewny "certain", godzien/godny 
"worthy" there are some limitations on the uncomplemented occurrence: 

Ciekaw/ciekawy when used without a complement, expresses the option of "arousing 
interest", e.g.: 

jeden sladbyl ciekawy L "One trace was interesting". 
In this s^nse, the longer form alone occurs, even in predicative function. In the full 

valency-model (with the genitive) the adjective, used either attributively (long form) or 
predicatively (both forms), means "curious about", "interestedin", e.g.: 

kazdego byl ciekaw W "He was interested in everyone". 
For the adjective pewien/pewny "certain" (in both meanings of the English equivalent) the 

distribution of the short and long forms differs from that of other adjectives. The short 
pewien occurs in attributive function (without a complement) with indefinite meaning. This 
is a survival of the historical function of the short forms in conjunction with indetermined 
substantives vs. long forms with the determined ones. When the adjective occurs with a 
complement, its meaning is "certain, sure of, e.g.: 

nie jest pewna wyniku К "She is not sure of the outcorne" 
Godzien/godny occurs normally with a genitive complement, both in attributive and 

predicative function, e. g.: 
podjelismy temat godnydwu doroslych К "We took up a subject worthy of two adults" 
Me okazalem sie godny Marsa L "I proved not to be worthy of Mars". 
Without a complement, the long form alone is attested and the meaning is slightly 

different, namely "dignified", "proud" or "eminent". 
The adjective iwiadom/uwiadomy "conscious of, "aware of, in the predicative function 
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is always accompanied by a genitive complement (unless there is some kind of ellipsis), e.g.: 
letelismy... äwiadomi trwajqcej mlodofci W "We were lying ... conscious of an ongoing 

youth". 
Without a complement it is used in attributive function only, and then usually describing 

not a person, but rather a deed, e.g. iwiadomy wyb6r"si conscious, willful choice". 
In the valency model of the adjectives pelen/pelny "full" and winien/winny "guilty" the 

genitive complement is optional; its occurrence is more frequent in the attributive than in the 
predicative function, e.g.: 

Minelismy poczekalnie peine pasazeröw L "We passed waiting-rooms full of passen­
gers" 

winny zajscia policjant by! na sluzbie L "The policeman guilty of the incident was on 
duty". 

The adjective wart "worth" always has the short form since it is never used in attributive 
function (for which the longer form would have been proper). As for its valency, wart does 
not occur alone. When it is not complemented by a noun in the genitive, a quantitative 
adverbial of the type wiele "a lot", malo "little" is added to complete the information 
conveyed by the adjective, e.g.: 

wojna... nie jest warta tycia nawetjednego czlowieka К "War... is not worth the life of 
even a single person". 

5.0 A few smaller groups of adjectives may be mentioned that are characterized by their 
common semantic field and by their common valency-patterns. It should be noted that here, 
as elsewhere, where the complement of an adjective takes the form of a prepositional phrase, 
it is identical in form with the complements of verbs of similar meaning: 

5.1 Adjectives of "caring" with the prepositional phrase о + Ace : spokqjny "easy about", 
"calm about", dbaly "caring about", zazdrosny "jealous of" (cf. the same form of comple­
ments of the verbs troszczyd sie, dbad, etc.). 

5.2. Adjectives denoting "skills" with the prepositional phrase w + Loc: wprawny 
"experienced in", "skillful in", biegly "proficient in", mocny "strong in", dobry "good in", 
slaby "weak in" (cf. the form of complements of the verbs dwiczydsie "to practice", dosko-
nahdsie "to make progress in", etc.). 

5.3 Adjectives denoting "accord" with the prepositional phrase z + Instr, most of them 
compounds comprising wspöl- "со-", röwno- "equi- ",jedno- "uni-", e.g.: 

zbiör traföw ... wydaje sie panu sprzeczny ze zdrowym rozsadklem L "A set 
of coincidences... seems to you inconsistent with common sense" 

wiesei okazaly sie zgodne zprawda. W "The news turned out to be consistent with the 
truth" 

Me mialo to nie wspölnego ze skromnoscia. L "It had nothing in common (= to do) with 
modesty" 

röwnolegloid... nie jest röwnoznaczna z totsamofoia. tych poJQd W "The parallelism ... 
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is not equivalent to an identity of these notions" 
Likewise: röwnolegly "parallel with", jednoznaczny "synonymous with" (without 

complement - "univocal"), jednoczesny "simultaneous with", wspölczesny 
"contemporaneous with", röwnowazny "equivalent to", jednomyany "unanimous with" (cf. 
the complements of the verbs zgadzadsie "to agree with", pokrywadsie "to be in line with", 
etc.). 

Some of these adjectives may be used without a complement when such complement is 
implied in the plural form of the adjective (and of the substantive with which the adjective 
agrees), e»g. oni sa. zgodni "they are in agreement", "they agree (with one another)". 

5.4 Adjectives complemented by the prepositional phrase z + Gen which specifies the 
source of the quality denoted by the adjective, e.g.: 

bylem... dumny z tego dekretu W "I was... proud of this decree" 
Likewise: wynikly "resulting from", slawny "famous for", sfynny "famous for", znany 

"known, renowned for", rad "glad of" (cf. the complements of the verbs cieszyd sie "to be 
glad of", pochodziö "to stem from", etc.). 

6. With various types of adjectives, a complement in the instrumental case occurs, which 
specifies the reference of the attribute by relating it to some part, usually inalienable, of the 
person (or object) denoted by the substantive, e .g . : 

mocny cialem "strong of body", "having a strong body", wielki duchem "of a great 
spirit", "having a great spirit", daleki my&lami "having far-away thoughts", odpowiedni 
rozmiarem "having a suitable size", odmiennypochodzeniem "having a different origin" 

7 . With some adjectives several complements co-occur, one of them usually being in the 
dative, e.g.: 

zwolennicy... przed nikim nieodpowiedzialnych trybunalöw К "supporters ... of courts 
of justice unanswerable to anyone" 

czuleisie odpowiedzialny za kraj W "You felt responsible for the country" 
Likewise: wdzieczny Dat za + Ace "grateful to sb. for sth.", winny Dat Ace "owing sth. 

to sb.", potrzebny Dat do + Gen "necessary to sb. for sth.", nieodzowny Dat do + Gen 
"indispensable to sb. for sth.", przydatnyD&t do + Gen "useful to sb . for sth.", etc . 

8. Certain adjectives are found in more than one valency model. In addition to the various 
constructions described above, some can be complemented by an infinitive or by a 
subordinate clause, e.g.: 

Gotöwjestem zaplacidkazda. cene К "I am ready to pay any price" 
oskarzony nie jest zdolny stawid sie przed sadem К "The defendant is unable 

to appear before the court" 
sklonny byl... brad wszystko bardzo serio К "He was inclined to take everything very 

seriously" 
niepowinien 1 2 pokazywadsie na dworze W "He shouldn' t show himself at court" 
Policja winna... odpowiadac L "The police should... be responsible" 
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wszyscy warci sa. aby zy6 W "Everyone is worthy of living" 
rad by lern, ie czuje pas pod iebrami W "I was glad that I felt a belt under my ribs" 
ja niejestem winien, ze bylem troche wprzodzie W "I am not guilty that I was somewhat 

ahead" 
bylem tylko ciekaw, wjaki sposöb go wylowia. L "I was only curious how they would 

catch him" 
pewny bylby ..., te mate sie z akcjq L "He would have been certain ... that it was 

connected with the action" 
Other adjectives occur with either a complement in the dative or with the prepositional 

phrase do + Gen, e.g.: 
podobny by! do dziecka W "He was like a child" and jak krocie im podobnych 

W "as hundreds similar to them", 
teorie... przeciwne do wyznawanych przez siebie К "theories... the reverse of those held 

by them" and tabu przeciwne naturzeludzkiejК "a taboo opposed to human nature", 
daleki do sedna sprawy W "far from the heart of the matter" and dalecy sobie W "far 

from one another". 

9. As with verbs, it is possible to establish a distinction between complements and 
adverbials also for adjectives. While ad-adjectival complements have a shape similar to that 
of verb-complements, the adverbials used in conjunction with adjectives are of a nature 
different from those joined with verbs . Most frequently found in this role are adverbs and 
adverbial phrases of degree, such as bardzo "very", troche "a little", mocno "strongly", etc., 
e.g.: 

byl do§6 szczodry wobec obslugi L "He was rather generous towards the staff 
mniej grozne sa. dla ustroju kapitalistycznego К "They are less dangerous for the 

capitalistic regime" 
zwiazek zupelnienieszkodliwy L "a compound absolutely harmless" 
w ogölnosci zgodne z tym W "generally in agreement with this" 
kepa drzew ... szmaragdowych at do meprawdopodobieustwa W "a cluster of trees ... 

emerald-green to improbability (= in an improbable way)". 
The adverbial phrase jak: + Nom "as" may occur with all types of adjectives in the positive 

degree, e.g.: 
cieu... byllekkijakkoronka W "The shadow... was light as lace" 
Analogously, with adjectives in the comparative degree are found the phrases od + Gen or 

nit + Nom "than", and with adjectives in the superlative degree - z + Genpi or wired + 
Genpi - "of, "among", e.g.: 

inninie byli... odniego lepsi К "Others were not... better than he" 
ich bliska zaiylo§6... wiecej warta nit moje dalekiekuzynostwo W "Their close intimacy 

... is worth more than my remote cousinhood". 
Most qualitative adjectives (but not, e.g., adjectives of possession or material) also admit 

other types of adverbials denoting the cause of the quality, e.g.: 
biodra bialawe odplywek L "hips whitish from the bathing-suit" 
iölte od fajki wa.siska W "a moustache yellow from the pipe" 
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pachy sliskie od potu К "arm-pits slippery with sweat". 
Unlike the valential complements, the adverbials are not specific to adjectives of a given 

class or semantic field. None of them excludes the occurrence of any other and more than 
one may occur simultaneously. 

10. It is obvious that, as a rule, adjectives tend to have less valential complements than 
verbs, since basically they do not denote any actual activity but rather capability, inclination, 
tendency, etc. It is especially complements in the accusative case that are excluded from 
valency-patterns of adjectives. 

In the case of de verbal adjectives, the more remote in meaning the adjective is from its 
underlying verb, the less its valency follows the pattern of the verb. 

In general, for deverbal and other adjectives, there exists an evident correlation between 
. valency and semantic field, especially clear with prepositional complements, where the sense 
of the preposition (as known from its other usages) helps to define me semantic field. 
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7 The suffix serves to derive various denominal adjectives, e.g., kamien : kamienny "made 
of stone", dzien : dzienny "dayly" and others. 

8 The following texts provided the data for our study: 
PiotrWojciechowski, Czaszka wczaszce, Warszawa 1974, henceforth - W; 
Andrzej Kusniewicz, Trzeciekrölestwo, Warszawa 1975, henceforth - K; 
Stanislaw Lern, Katar, Krakow 1976, henceforth - L. 

All three are novels written in what can be considered standard contemporary language, 
although the authors depict three different periods: Wojciechowski the unspecified past, 
Kusniewicz the present, and Lern - science-fiction future. All three works have 
considerable portions of descriptive nature and make extensive use of various kinds of 
attributes, qualifications and epithets. 

9 Genitive as a direct object of a negated verb. 

1° The historical distinction between attributive and predicative adjectives, the former in 'long' 
- pronominal, the latter in 'short' - substantival declension, is no longer upheld in the 
Polish inflectional system. Only a handful of adjectives can still form (optionally) the 
predicative form. Outside the genitive-governing adjectives the distinction can be found in 
wesöl/wesoly "gay", gotöw/gotowy "ready" and a few others. 

11 C.f. e.g. G. Helbig on German ledig "unmarried" vs. ledig + Gen "devoid o f in: Zu 
einigen Spezialproblemen der Valenz-Theorie, Deutsch als Fremdsprache 1971/5, p . 
269. 

12 The adjectives powinien "should", and sometimes also winien "should", "owing", are 
capable of occurring with personal verb-endings (originally the endings of the copula 
bye), e.g., powinienem byl czuö ulge L "I should have felt relief". As a result they have 
both verbal characteristics (the verb-endings) and nominal ones (gender distinction). 


