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POLABIAN ACCENTOLOGY 

The investigation of Polabian accentology offers not only 

the usual intellectual challenge of a more or less unsolved 

problem, but also a nice sounding board against which to cor­

roborate previously advanced hypotheses about the development 

of stress in the Slavic languages in the medieval period. Lehr-

Sp^awinski did this more than fifty years ago^ and again almost 

twenty years ago^, on both occasions observing that the stress 

shifts in Polabian most closely resemble those in Slovene. 

While Trubetzkoy** essayed a synchronic analysis of Polabian 

phonology and accentology, Lehr-Sp^awinski carried out a thor­

oughgoing diachronic investigation of the phonology, accento­

logy and morphology. Since I am seeking an explanation for 

the accentological state of affairs in Late Polabian, I shall 

extensively draw upon Lehr-Sp^awinski's excellent material. 

I shall restructure his material, however, particulary in re­

spect to the ordering of accentological events. And, most im­

portant of all, I shall propose the loss of jers as the single 

prime motivating factor behind all the changes in accentology 

during the medieval period. 

What we know of Polabian was recorded at the eleventh 

hour of its existence in the first years of the 18th century 

chiefly in two important word lists: Johannes Friedrich Pfef-

fingers's Vocabulaire Vandale and Christian Hennig von Jessen's 
4 

Vocabularium Venedicum. Primarily three scholars, Lehr-Sp^a-

winski, Trubetzkoy, and Kury^owicz have contributed to the 

accentology of Late Polabian, the terminus ad quern for our 

study. Lehr-Sp^awinski and Trubetzkoy found either a final or 
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penultimate stress depending on the length of these syllables, 

while Kury^owicz suggested a fixed stress on the initial syl-

5 

lable. I am certain that Reinhold Olesch has successfully re­

futed Kury^owicz's theory by demonstrating that Middle Low 

German borrowings, most of which had a typical initial German­

ic stress, systematically underwent a shift of stress to their 

final or penultimate syllables and, therefore, were responding 

to a system of accentuation that did not have a fixed initial 

stress. Trubetzkoy very neatly determined the conditions for 

the occurrence of stress in Late Polabian words: if the final 
vowel was long, it was stressed; and, if it was not long, the 

7 
stress was on the penultimate syllable. As Olesch has shown, 

this state of affairs is nicely reflected in apparently later 

Low German loan words like farbot < vorbbt 'prohibition', papir 

«_ pappir 'paper', and plater < platter 'dish', where the 

stress in the Polabian forms remained on the original long 

final syllable; and in words like amman < amptman 'bailiff, 

emerika < hemelrtke 'kingdom of heaven' and spode * spade 

'spade', where the original final syllable was short but the 

original penultimate syllable was long. 

We know much about the location of stress in Polabian 

words because in Hennig's and Pfeffinger's lists practically 

every word was accented. Hennig's list is the better, and he 
л 8 

utilizes essentially two accent marks: and '. Hennig himself 

says that the acute accent marks a stressed syllable and that 

the circumflex accent marks a long syllable. If a long syl­

lable and stress coincide, then the circumflex accent is used. 

When we seek to establish what Hennig meant by a "long" syl­

lable, we discover that he was referring for the most part to 

both medial and final syllables closed by consonants. Note 

the following examples: 

Dumbak, NSM, d§bäk <- *аоЬъкъ 'small treer 

Polza, NPM, polca «- *ра1ьсё 'fingers, toes' 
tgörka, NSF, d'örkä <- *догъка 'hill' 
sribärna, NSM (Adj), sribärne <- *serbrbm>jb 'silver-' 
bumbän, NSM, bgban <• *ЬдЬъпъ 'drum' 
wibbejöd, NSM, vib'öd •- *obedb 'breakfast' 
wirggenünt, inf., virgngt *- *vbrgngti 'to throw' 
plokol, part, masc., ploköl <- *р1ака1ъ'cried' 
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In the first example above the syllable containing the nasal 

vowel was undoubtedly closed by a homorganic nasal consonant, 

just as the original transcription indicates. Hennig uses the 

circumflex accent in one other instance: to mark a stressed 

syllable just before his use of two consonants to gain a cer­

tain phonetic value: 
messat, inf.,^mesat «- *me£ati 'to stir' 
ressa, NSF, rosa «- *rosa 'dew* 
nigga, NSF, nuga «• *noga 'foot' 
notitze, verb 3sg., notüc^ <- *natocitb 'he taps (beer)' 

From these facts we learn that there is really no significant 

difference between the two accent marks although, if the two marks 

may coincide in a word, the acute marks the stress and the cir­

cumflex a blocked syllable. The fact that the circumflex indi­

cates merely a blocked syllable also tells us that it does not 

mark any long vowels. Indeed, one finds that most scholars speak 

only of "full" vowels versus just two "reduced" vowels, "ä" 

and "e", where ä is the reduced counterpart exclusively of a, 

ё, ь, ъ; ё is the exclusive reduced counterpart of i, и, y, ; ä 

and ё both are reduced counterparts of e, о depending on the 

nature of following consonants; and ä alternates with q, as re­

duced forms of e. It is to Trubetzkoy9 that we owe the elabo­

ration of the distribution of normal (nonreduced) and reduced 

syllables in the language. And from this study he was able to 

work out his succinct statement about stress in Late Polabian: 

that the stress was on the final vowel if it was long (i.e., 

nonreduced), but on the penultimate syllable if the final vowel 

was not long (i.e., reduced). In a rather recent paper^0 Olesch 

tabulated all the patterns of reduced versus nonreduced sylla­

bles. It will be instructive to review briefly these patterns 

at this point because they are a clear indication of the pres­

ence of complex shifts of stress that gave rise to the patterns 

themselves. Note particularly the location of the reduced vow­

els: in final position and in medial position just before the 

accented syllable. Various processes put the stress on either 

the final or penultimate syllable. If the stress was on the 

penultimate syllable, the final syllable (the usually weak im­

mediately posttonic syllable) was either reduced or lost. In 

the case of the immediately pretonic reduced vowels we are 
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dealing with former immediately posttonic vowels * reduced be­

cause of this position, or with formerly stressed vowels, both 

types turning up later as pretonic vowels because of an advance 
11 of stress. Olesch says that such medial reduced vowels do 

not depend on accentual relations. This is true, but they do 

depend on previous accentual relations. The examples below re­

cord only di- and trisyllabic words (except for stress pattern 

6); any longer Polabian words have the same patterns. 

1) Stress pattern — \J 

Original 
Transcription 

Polabian Word Class 
Phonetic Form 

Underlying 
Form 

Meaning 

Tijtnatz t'ünäc Noun NSM *konbci end 
Ghiüsda giozda Noun NSF *gvezda star 
Chrämat gramät Verb, inf. *grbmeti to thunder 
Biola b'ölä Adj NSF *belaja white 

This pattern is formed in most cases by the retraction of . 

stress from a final short syllable or a syllable that sub­

sequently shortened. In a few cases the stress was originally 

.on the initial syllable. 

2) Stress pattern ~ — 

Tscheluihb 
motäy 
Lgoti 
eybist 

d'ölQb 
motäi 
L'otü 
aibüst 

Noun NSM 
Noun NSF 
Noun NSN 
Verb, inf. 

*golobb 
*mäti 
*leto 
*ubosti 

dove 
mother 
year 
to stab 

This pattern developed chiefly from the advancement of stress 

to the final syllable. This process produced a long or full-

voweled final syllable and maintained the full quantity in the 

immediately pretonic syllable. In a few cases the stress was 

originally on the final syllable or was retracted from a final 

syllable that was subsequently lost. 

3) Stress pattern - — v 
Patfnatz pätinac Noun NSM 
wastrlgga 
Sarltge 

västruga 
sarfit'e 
düzkidät 

Noun NSF 
Adj NSM 
Verb, inf. 

*p*btenbCb 
*ostr6ga 
*sirokijb 
*dozidäti 

bird 
spur 
wide 
to wait tisdidat 

This pattern was produced mostly by a retraction from final 

or medial syllables. In a number of cases the stress remained 

on the penultimate syllable. 
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komänoi Noun NPM *kameny oven 
nopäloi Adv. *napoly half 
sistärü" Coll. Num. *äestero six 
no gärde PP LSM *na gorde* in court 

4) Stress pattern  

tgilgonäy t'ül'onai Noun NPM *koleny knees 
siljosf zil'ozu Noun NSN *zelezo iron 
wamakenünt vamäknQt Verb, inf. *vbrrvbkn(J>ti to lock up 

eylautzäl ailaucSl Verb, part. *uluöili> has hit upon 

This pattern derives from three different sources: advance­

ment of stress from a medial syllable, retraction from a final 

lost syllable, or from no shift in position whatsoever. 

5) Stress pattern — ̂  — 
komanöy 
Nupaldi 
Süstaru 
No charde" 

Instances of a medial reduced syllable are all produced by 

advancement of the stress from the syllable immediately pre­

ceding the reduced syllable (weakened, as indicated above, by 

its immediately posttonic position) to the syllable just fol­

lowing the reduced syllable. In this case the original stressed 

syllable was the initial syllable. 

6) Stress pattern — и— ^ 

eyriasona aifäzönä PPP NSN *urezanoje cut off 
Eycratfna aikrädine VN NSN *ukra£enbje stealing 
Slawace*na cläväcenä Adj NSN *öelvecenoje human 
pagawe"itza paiävaidä Noun NSF *pijavica leech 

In this pattern the original stress was located on the imme­

diately pretonic syllable. This was an old acute accent, 

shortened in Common Slavic times. When the stress was advanced 

by one syllable, its quantity was reduced presumably because 

of its location between the primary stress and the secondary 

stress on the initial syllable. 

We now know that stress in Late Polabian was always on a 

non-reduced penultimate or final syllable, and the preceding 

stress patterns have demonstrated that this accentological con­

dition was reached by selective retractions and advancements 

of stress. We shall now essay both an explanation and relative 

chronology for these various shifts of stress. To the best of 

my knowledge, only Lehr-Sp^awihski has tackled such problems. 

Both in his book Gramatyka po^abska and in his article "Z 

rozwazah о powstaniu akcentuacji po^abskiej" he tabulates 

these shifts, and in the article he attempts to account for 

them. He is concerned chiefly with a physico-phonetic explana-
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tion for the retraction from a final syllable to a preceding 

long syllable and for the advancement of stress from a sylla­

ble With a circumflex accent to a succeeding final syllable. 

It is certainly not difficult to deal with the notion of retrac­

tion of stress from a final syllable to directly preceding 

long vowels, but Lehr-Sp£awinski's explanation seems a bit 

labored. The amplitudinal curve in a word with final stress 

is supposed to rise throughout the word and culminate in the 

course of the final syllable and then fall quickly. If this 

decline occurs directly after the beginning of the final syl­

lable, one can get a premature fall of this curve below its 

highest level in the pretonic syllable so that this syllable 

can become dominant and assume the word stress. I do not find 

his argument for the genesis of stress advancement from a cir­

cumflex syllable at all convincing. He claims that, if the 

penultimate syllable had an acute (rising) accent, it could 

maintain its dominance over the following syllable where the 

amplitudinal curve would be lower than that in the stressed 

syllable. But in the case of a circumflex accent (with the 

high portion of the amplitudinal curve at the beginning of the 

syllable) on the penultimate syllable, the curve would be low­

ered beyond that point and eventually a critical point would be 

reached where it would either be cut short or rise again in the 

next syllable. This rise would supposedly gradually gain ascend­

ancy over the previously accented portion of the word and attract 

the stress. Lehr-Sp^awinski also gives us only a rather rudimen­

tary chronology involving only the retraction from a final syl­

lable to a preceding long syllable and the general advancement of 

stress from an initial syllable with a circumflex accent to an 

immediately following final syllable. He states very definitely 

that the retraction precedes the advancement, but his reason for 

this order of events is not clearly expounded. It seems that the 

retraction must occur first in order to establish a clear opposi­

tion in initial syllables between falling and rising 

intonations. Then this opposition plus the physico-phonetic facts 

is supposed to promote the subsequent shift of stress to the 

final syllable from circumflex syllables. I am not convinced. 
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I am certain that we must seek the basis for these shifts in 

that calamitous event in medieval Slavic - the fall of the jers 

- and that we must establish some kind of hierarchy for the 

loss of jers in different positions in order to account for 

the various shifts of stress. It is obvious that the stress 

was retracted from final jers throughout Slavic, and it is al­

most as clear that the advancement of stress also occurred aft­

er the loss of certain jers, at least. The evidence for this 

is not to be found in Polabian; but in Slovene, whose multiple 

shifts of stress not so surprisingly parallel those in Po­

labian. There is good evidence. One example will suffice. The 

forms grdd, gradu in Slovene show that an advancement of stress 

occurred in the gen. sg. but was blocked in the nom. sg., where 

the final jer had already disappeared. If the jer had been 

present at the time of the advance, the stress on that jer would 

presumably have been retracted later to the root syllable to 

yield a rising intonation. 

I now present an ordered set of accentological events that 

seem most likely to have produced the type of accentuation pos­

tulated for Late Polabian. Each event will be motivated by a 

phonological change or by an analogical relationship. 

1) The retraction of stress from a final full vowel in 

derived nouns to a long syllable created by the loss of a jer 

in the original penultimate syllable. This accentological devel­

opment is not specific for Polabian. It is shared by all the 

Slavic languages and, therefore, is the first of the stress 

shifts caused by the loss of jers. We hypothesize that medial 

unstressed jers at least in derivational elements disappear 

first. Note the following examples: 

*orlbja > rul'ä 'plowed field' *volbja > vil'ä 'will' 
*golvbka > glafkä ^'distaff *lisbka > laiskä 'fox' 
*pletenbje >plitene 'braiding* *zapitbje >zopäit'e 

•betrothal' 

The same shift of stress seems to take place at least in Po­

labian in various case forms of masculine nouns ending in final 

full vowels. The picture here is not uniform throughout the 

Slavic languages. 
*bozbca ,(AS) > buzdä 'God' *ко1ко1ъку (NP) > klät'olt'e 
*pbtenbce (NP) > pätince 'birds' ^ 'little bells' 

*slepbce (NP) > slepce 'roosters' 
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As is clear in most of the languages, retraction produced a 

neo-acute accent. This fact will acquire more importance as 

we proceed through subsequent shifts. Presumably, this shift 

of stress did not occur in adjectival forms like *krasьпаja 

just at this moment because there were accentological class 

relationships to be meintained and the stress was not on a 

final vowel. 

2) The advancement of stress to the final syllable in 

all so-called mobile paradigms (stress on either the first or 

final syllable of all the forms in a given paradigm). We al­

ready know that this shift of stress was shared by Slovene, 

where the newly stressed vowel was lengthened and received a 

circumflex accent, and that the whole event occurred after 

the loss of absolutely final unstressed jers. One gets the 

general impression here that this whole shift was motivated 

solely by a striving to line up the stresses throughout the. 

paradigm by advancing the stress in all cases of initial stress. 

One can argue much more convincingly, however, that the prima­

ry motivating force was the loss of final unstressed jers, 

that occurred in the nom. and ace. sg. of most nouns with mo­

bile stress. This loss left the stress on the only or final 

syllable of critical forms in the paradigm, and the stress 

advanced to the final syllable then in the remaining forms 

with initial stress. Slovene indicates quite clearly that these 

remaining forms were the gen. sg. and nom.-acc. pi. Fortunate­

ly, it is just these forms that are attested with any frequen­

cy in Polabian. You have just noticed too that the newly stressed 

syllables are long in Slovene, e.g., kostt (GS, N/AP)'. I shall 

assume that the very same syllable was long in Polabian also. 

This assumption is important for the next accentological shift, 

and length in these syllables may have contributed to diphthongi-

zations like i » ai, u> ai/au, y» ai/oj, and narrowing and tensing 

like a > o, e n in the phonological system. This shift is prima­

rily found then among г-stems and masc. o-stems: 

*golobb > d'ölgb 'dove' *gvozde (N/AP)> d'üzde 'nails* 
*s61i (GS) > süli 'salt' *ljüdi (N/AP)> l'audäi 'people' 
*b6ga (GS) > bügö 'God* *zgby (N/AP)> zobdi 'teeth' 
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adverbial forms in -o: 

*suxo > sauxü 'drily' *ljubo > l'aibü 'kindly' 

and secondarily among neuter o-stems and femine a-stems: 

*cervo > crevü 'intestine' *kolo > t'ölü 'wheel' 

*nogo. (AS) > nügQ 'foot/leg* *gory (N/AP) > d'öräi 'mountains' 

3) The next step involves the retraction of stress from 

final open syllables to preceding long syllables. This is not 

to be confused with retraction 1), where medial jers were in­

volved. This new retraction is to be directly observed appar­

ently only in Slovene and Polabian. Furthermore, I would like 

to suggest that this shift of stress is also triggered by the 

third stage of development of the jers, the retraction of stress 

from final jers. In view of the fact that we get retraction of 

stress from final jers to either long or short syllables and 

that we frequently observe compensatory lengthening in the case 

of short syllables, it seems reasonable to find retraction from 

a short nonreduced vowel to a preceding long one. We would ex­

pect these newly stressed long vowels to bear the neo-acute ac­

cent even though there is no evidence for this in Polabian. 

Bear in mind too that no retraction will take place from the 

newly stressed final syllables that resulted from the advance­

ment of the stress because these latter would be long stressed 

syllables. All linguistic forms involved in this shift display 

the final-clumnar stress fixed in Slavic on the first or only 

syllable of the desinence. Here we have masc. , fern. , and neuter 

nouns: 
*pofa (GSM) > pgt'a 'road' *kl'uce (N/APM) > kl'auca 'keys' 
*moka (NSF)> mgkä 'flour' *reka (NSF) > rekä 'river' 
*gnezdo (N/ASN) > grfözde 'nest *kridlo (N/ASN) > kraidle 'wing' 

It is important to mention here that there is another retrac­

tion dependent upon the retraction of stress from final jers. 

This occurs in all Slavic languages among pronominalized ad­

jectives and seems to be an effort to distinguish accentologi­

cal classes, i.e., to maintain a separation between oxytonic 

and final-columnar adjectives. That is, when in NSM oxytonic 

forms ending in -ъуь the stress was retracted to the preceding 

jer (> -ijb) , then the final-columnar stress passes to the root 

syllable (-ijb >
 1ъ jb) . Thus in Polabian one gets the following 

NSM forms with coalescence and reduction of the desinential 
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syllable: 

*öfnijb > cdrnä 'black' *dobri>jb > dübre 'good' 
*glupijb > glaipe 'young' *belbjb > b'öle 'white' 

Analogy produced the same retraction in the other desinential 

forms: 

*krasbnaja > 4krosna 'beautiful' *lbgbkoje > l'at'a 'light' 
*mokraja > mükrä 'wet' *teploje > teplä 'warm' 

Note that there is no retraction in the case of final-columnar 

short neuter adjectives, where there is no confrontation bet­

ween oxytonic and final-columnar forms: 

*zimbno > zaimnü 'cool' *t§zbkö > tastu 'heavily/gravely\ 

4) The next stage in the accentological development would 

seem to involve another advancement of stress to final open 

syllables - this time on the part of barytonic words. This 

development must be the result of a complex response partly to 

the similar advance among mobile nouns and partly to the pre­

vious retraction, which placed the stress on the initial syl­

lables of many nouns. Again I must point out that the results 

of the previous retraction are not going to be swept into this 

advance because they had a neo-acute accent on a long syllable, 

while barytonic words at that time all had a short falling ac­

cent. This advance is to be observed among barytonic nouns of 

all three genders and among the few barytonic short adjectives 

that are attested. Note the advance also in trisyllabic forms: 

Masculine: 

*о^га (GS) > sard 'cheese' *gädy (N/AP) > godai 'snakes' 
*p6r^i (NP) > por^ai 'thresholds' *kämeny (N/AP) > komänöi 'oven* 

Feminine: 
*k6rvy (N/AP)> korvoi 'cows' *solmy (GS)> slämöi 'straw' 
*toöa (NS) > tgcö 'cloud' *j£gody (N/AP)> iod'ädöi 'berries' 
*stara > storo 'old' 

Neuter: 

The fact that this advancement of stress occurs only among 
neuter singular forms suggests strongly that this is an ana­
logical development. In this way the rather typical accento­
logical opposition between sg. and pi. is maintained: 
*l^to > l'otu Jyear/summer' *jablbko > iopt'u 'apple' 
*§idlo > saidlu 'awl' *6rdlo > radlu^ 'hookplow' 
*dlgo > daud'u 'long* *öisto > caistü 'clean' 

It is possible that another kind of analogical stress advance­

ment took place in certain aorist paradigms in Polabian as a 
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result of the previous retraction from a stressed jer. For sup­

port here we must appeal to Serbo-Croatian, the only Slavic 

language with extensive reliable data in this verbal category. 

It can be shown that the 2/3sg. aor ist forms of oxytonic verbs 

have root stress, the result of retraction. Thus, the lsg. aor. 

of peoi 'to bake' is phkoh < *pekox < *рекохъ, but the 2/3 sg. 

aor. is pböe K^peöes/^peeet. Aorist forms in Polabian are 

all too rare, but just one 1 sg. aorist form like aipaustaix 

< *upustixi agrees perfectly with the intermediate form above 

*pekox, which later underwent the neo-Stokavian retraction. 

Then the presence of three 3 sg. aor. forms with a final stress, 

all from oxytonic verb stems, points to earlier forms with an 

initial stress that was subsequently advanced to line up the 

locus of stress with that developing in the 1 sg. form. Thus 

we have расг 'he fell', rieb 'he said', xudi 'he went': 

päci< paci< *pbcet rici< rici< *reöet xudi< xudi< *xodet 

5) Next follows a retraction from final open short syl­

lables to preceding short vowels. This change would seem to be 

related to the earlier retraction to preceding long vowels, 

but it is confined to situations where it can be supported by 

existing oppositions of stress between singular and plural 

forms. We therefore observe this shift of stress in the nom. 

pi. forms of neuter and the nom. sg. forms of feminine para­

digms. There is unfortunately only one extant neuter noun here: 

t3öla <*kolä 'wheels'; and, as a result of this shift, a con­

trast in stress is obtained in regards to the singular, t3 ölü 

< *kblo. There is no dearth of examples among feminine nouns, 

and the shift is exceptionless. 

*voda > vädä 'water' *Ьъсе1а > celä 'bee' 
*tbma > t'ämä 'darkness* *Б1ъга > släzä 'tear' 
I call attention to the fact that there is no such retraction 

among masculine nouns where there is no well-established sin­

gular-plural accentual opposition: 

*volä (GS) > valö 'ox' *pbsi (NP) > pasai 'dogs' 
*bobi (NP) > bübäi 'beans' *noze" (N/AP) > nüze 'knives' 
This is a good point at which to stop and examine briefly the 
accentological status of disyllabic a-stem feminine nouns in 
Polabian. Only the nom. and ace. sg. and the nom.-acc. pi. are 
sufficiently attested in the language, but even here one can 
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readily detect the mixed accentological types. In Common Slavic 

there presumably existed only a barytonic and final-columnar 

type, the latter yielding various mobile patterns under analogi­

cal pressure. Polabian shows clear examples only of barytonic 

and mobile types, the latter manifested in ace. sg. forms. In 

Late Polabian the facts are the following: as we have seen, all 

nom.-acc. pi. forms bear a final stress, and in the nom. sg. 

all nouns with an original final stress bear an initial stress, 

while most original barytonic nouns have a final stress, but 

a fairly significant number have the stress on the first syl­

lable or a variant with initial stress: 

*berza > berzä 'birch' *deva > devä 'girl' 
*gnida > gnaidä 'nit' *koida > klädä 'barrel' 
*niva >naivä* 'field' *vrba > varbä 'willow' 
*baba > bobö/bobä 'old woman' *repa > repö/repä 'turnip' 
*soima > slämö/slämä 'straw' 

The ace. sg. is not very well represented, but all original 

barytonic forms and most mobile forms have final stress: 

Barytonic: 

*gling > gla^ng 'clay' *jamg > Jomg 'hole' 
*korvg > korvo 'cow' *vorng > vornq 'crow' 

Mobile: 

*golv9 > glavcj 'head' *n6gg > nügg 'leg/foot' 
*roko > rgk<5 'hand/arm' *st6rno > stornq 'side' 
*vodg. > vädg 'water' N 

but: *dü§<£ > dausa, soul *gorg > d'orq> 'mountain' 

In these data one can easily discern the results of the accen­

tual shifts already observed, but the uniformity of final stress 

in the plural vs. the fluctuations of stress in the singular 

indicates that the pattern may have been developing into a sg./ 

pi. stress opposition. 

6) The next logical stress shift is a retraction from 

blocked final short syllables. This is presumably a response 

to previous retractions from open final short syllables. The 

blocked syllables would develop either where final jers were 

lost or where some final full vowel was reduced and eventually 

lost. The stress on this final blocked syllable was either 

originally present there or was retracted to this syllable 

from a final stressed jer. We find this shift of stress among 

a disparate set of derived morphological items: 
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Nouns: 
*zivoti > zaivät 'life' *копьсь > t'unäc 'end' 
*p-btenbcb > pätinäc 'bird' *j^z^kb > iqzek 'language' 

Adverbs: 
*dalekb > dolek 'far' *glQboki> > glQbek 'deeply' 
*vysok£ > voisek 'up/above' *mbn£je > mänäi 'less' 

Infinitives: 
*bezati > bezät 'to run/flow' *öesati > cesät 'to brush' 
*lomiti > lurnet 'to break' *kgsiti > k^set 'to bite' 

-1- participles: 
*pl^salb > pl'§säl 'have danced' *рга£а1ъ >prosäl 'have asked* 
*s-bdelb > sSd'äl 'have done' *гые1ъ > zäfäl 'have seen' 

Imperfect: 
*upuscase > aipäustäs 'he was dropping' *riöexb > ricäx 

Numeral: " 'т ordered' 

*cet£re > citer 'four' 

Characterizing this retraction as proceeding from a short vowel 

seems correct because we observe no retraction from a long syl­

lable: 
*upustilb > aipaystSl 'have dropped' 
*polozilb > pöiüzal 'have placed* 
*vbtbkn$ti > vätäknQt 'to pierce' 
*vbztegn(J>ti >NvästajgnQt 'to pull up' 
*ubosti > a^büst 'to stab' 
*upustixt. > aipaustaix 'I dropped' 

As I have assumed in the preceding examples, verbs in -iti are 

chiefly oxytonic and will place the stress just after the -7-

suffix. There is some evidence for this in Slovene. We must 

also note here that the stress is not retracted from the final 

syllable in prefixed deverbal masculine nouns: 

*obedb > vib'od 'breakfast' *vbzdrazb > vazdroz 'voice/ 
*регрекъ > pripek 'overdone places on breadcrust' melody' 

7) It is not at all difficult to conceive of the next 

stress shift, an advancement, as a response to the foregoing 

retraction. This advancement moves the stress to a final blocked 

syllable from an immediately preceding syllable. Again, the 

results of the preceding retraction would not get involved in 

this advancement because the newly stressed syllables would 

bear a rising accent. It is significant also that the same gram­

matical categories are subject to both the retraction and the 

advancement: 

Nouns: 

*vecerb > vicer 'evening' *vixbrb > vaixSr 'whirlwind' 
*фдогь > vgd'br 'eel' *<Ьд1ь > vod'el 'coal' 
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Infinitives: 

*kusati > t'ausöt 'to taste' *sejati > si jot 'jto sow1 

*sl£äati > släjsöt 'to hear' 
-1- Participles: 
*р1ака1ъ > ploköl 'have cried' *poslusalb> pöslausöl 'has listened' 
*kradlb > krodal 'have stolen' *jedli>> jedäl 'have eaten' 

8) I assume that the last stage in the complex development 

of the stress patterns in Polabian includes adjustments of 

stress (usually advancements) within morphological categories 

to the statistically most frequently occurring site of stress. 

The first of the two retractions here is found among original­

ly oxytonic pronominalized adjectives. For instance, an oxy-

tonic form like *l3ubvji> would yield *13иЬъзъ and then *l3ub§ upon 

coalescence of the -ъз'ь ending. It is very likely that the 

form *l3uby,with its long final vowel would not have undergone 

the earlier retraction from a short final vowel to give the 

end product in Late Polabian l3aibe.i therefore assume that 

1'a^be was produced by an analogical retraction to effect the 

same penultimate stress characteristic of the numerous derived 

adjectives with an original final-columnar stress, as in 

ttuebn-öjb > *tuSwjb > täucne 'fat*. Here are some other ex­

amples of oxytonic adjectives: 
*xronvbjb > xrüme 'lame' *prostbjb > proste 'crazy' 
*xudoj£ > xaudä 'bad/ugly/poor' *moldbj£ > mlSde 'small/young' 

We must also take note of the fact that all oxytonic verbs are 

stressed on the penultimate syllable in the present tense forms, 

i.e., in the 3 sg. forms. Note the following examples: 

*deretb > dere 'tears/skins' *belitb > bele 'washes' 
*pijeti > paie 'drinks' *orstetb > rüste" 'grows' 

This shift seems to be the result of a complex process triggered 

by the retraction of stress from the final jer. Only then could 

the final -t have disappeared in the second stage of the proc­

ess. The third stage would have been the maintenance of a final 

stressed -e or -г until the analogical retraction . occurred. In 

other words, this was not a very early shift, and it cannot be 

connected with any of our previous retractions that were char­

acteristic of nouns and were primarily instituted to maintain 

acctentological oppositions. The -* must have remained in po­

sition throughout stage 3) (when there occurred the retraction 

from a final short vowel to a preceding long syllable) . It 
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probably disappeared before stage 5) (retraction from a short 

final vowel to a preceding short syllable) , but it would have 

remained unaffected because 5) was concerned solely with a few 

analogical adjustments of stress among nouns. Without a doubt 

the loss of -t was much earlier than stage 6) (retraction from 

a short vowel in a closed final syllable), Remember also that 

when the stress was retracted from the final jer, former penul­

timate stresses were in turn moved back by one 

syllable so that the accentological opposition was preserved. 

And it was to these latter types that the stress in the oxy tonic 

verbs was assimilated. Here are some examples of verbs with a 

more or less original penultimate stress: 

*cesetb > eise 'brushes' *dremjesb > dremes 'you dream' 
*nositb > nuse 'carries' *prositb > prüse 'begs' 

In addition, related barytonic verbs presented the same kind 

of accentological models to oxytonic verbs: 

*rezetb > reze 'cuts' *jezditb > iezde 'rides* 

This same kind of analogically based retraction occurs among 

a limited number of once productive thematic verbs in -hie-

that underwent a contraction of this disyllabic sequence to 

-a-, later shortened to -a (this disyllabic combination ordi­

narily does not coalesce in the language, e.g., *kosajetb > 

kosbie 'bites'). The contraction and retraction do occur in the 

following verbs: 

*blbvAjetb > bl'ävä 'vomits' *ble,dajetb > blQdä 'dreams' 
*dyxajetb > däixä 'blows' *valjajetb > vol'ä 'rolls' 

A verb like *delajetb > d* ola could easily have served as a model 

in these instances. All of these above examples should 

be an ample demonstration of why there is a universal penultimate 

stress on all these present-tense forms. 

Analogical advancements of stress to the penultimate syl­

lable of pronominalized adjectives occur mostly in past passive 

and present active participles and in a few adjectives: 

*obrezan-bjb > vibfäzöne 'circumcised' *udelanoje> ajd'älönä 'done' 
*letäjotiaja > l'otoiacä 'flying' *kamenenaja > kominena 'stony' 

We also observe an analogical advancement of stress in the case 

of verbal nouns. Here the regularized site of stress is also 

the penultimate syllable. The stress appears here as a result 

of an earlier retraction triggered by the loss of a medial jer 
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as in: Atre^senbjh. > *tr%senje > trqs%ne 'shaking'. 

*stri2enbje > strajzine 'shearing' *ukradenbje > aikrädine 'stealing' 
*upadenbje > aipädene 'falling away' *vabenbje > vobene 'baiting' 

Advancement of stress also occurs rather frequently in the 

case of certain feminine nouns with suffixes that originally 

attracted the stress to the penultimate syllable. Here we have 

the suffixes -Tea (*kriv%ca > kraivaicä 'bay/gulf') and -гпа 

(^t^stina > trästäinä 'reed'). 

*jalovica > jolüväicä 'heifer' *lastovica > losteväicä 'swallow' 
*ju^ina > jauzainä 'dinner' *l£sina > Laisaina 'forehead* 

And, finally, there are a few instances of the advancement of 

stress among verb forms with accompanying enclitic pronouns. 

As an integral part of such phrasal words, the enclitic pulls 

the stress forward so that a typical penultimate stress is 

obtained: 

*stcivi-me * stovai-me 'put me' *znäjesb-me > znojis-me 'you 
*obesilb se > vibasSl-sä 'has hanged himself know me' 
*vbzbili jego > vazbelai-ieg 'they have broken him' 

The penultimate stress before enclitics became established as 

a pattern because, once weak vowels had disappeared, the pres­

ence of enclitics blocked any further retractions and thus 

preserved the more or less original site of stress. Examine 

the following juxtapositions of verbal forms with and without 

enclitics? 

*kgpati se > kgpot-sä 'to bathe oneself *kgpati > kopät 'to bathe' 
*boliti me > büli-me 'it hurts me' *bolitb > bale 'hurts' 
*tr^seti jego > tra_si-jeg 'it shakes him'*tr^setb > tr^se 'shakes' 
*jbmetä se > jimät6-sä 'they (du) seize each other' 
*jbmeti > jime 'seizes' 

I have attempted to show in this paper how the Common 

Slavic accentological state of affairs was shaped in Polabian 

by the traumatic phonological and morphological events tran­

spiring in medieval Slavic. The whole chain of events was set 

in motion by the fall of the jers in this period and was or­

chestrated by the accentological classes of words inherited 

from Common Slavic. It seems to me particularly significant that 

this study possibly reveals a stepwise loss of weak jers: first 

medial jers, next final unstressed jers, and last final stressed 

jers. I have not made an issue of the fact here, but I have 

confirmed Lehr-Sp^winski' s assertion that the accentological 

development in Polabian is remarkably similar to that in Slov-
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ene. The only significance to be ascribed to this similarity 

is that the same linguistic process, the loss of jers, just 

happened to evoke responses that were very much alike in both 

linguistic communities. 
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