Lew R. MICKLESEN (Seattle)

POLABIAN ACCENTOLOGY

The investigation of Polablan accentology offers not only
the usual intellectual challenge of a more or less unsclved
problem, but also a nice sounaing board against which to cor-
roborate previously advanced hypotheses about the development
of stress 1in the Slavic languages in the medieval period. Lehr-
SpYawifiski did this more than fifty years agol and again almost
twenty years agoz, on both occasione obgerving that the stress
shifte in Polabian most closely resemble those in Sleovene.
While Trubetzkoy3d essayed a synchronic analysis of Polabian
phonology and accentology, Lehr-SpXawifiskl carried out a thor-
ough-going diachronic investigation of the phonology, accento-
logy and morphology. Since I am seeking an explanation for
the accentological state of affairs in Late Polabian, I shall
extensively draw upon Lehr-SpXawifiski's excellent material,

I shall restructure his material, however, particulary in re-
spect to the ordering of accentological events. And, most im-
portant of all, I shall propose the loss of jers as the single
prime motivating factor behind all the changes in accentolegy
during the medieval peried.

What we lknow of Polablan was recorded at the eleventh
hour of ita existence in the first years of the 18th century
chiefly in two important word lists: Johannes Friedrich Pfef-
fingers's Vocabulalre Vandale and Christian Henniyg von Jessen's

Vocabularium Venedicum.4 Primarily three scholars, Lehr=-SpYa-
wifiski, Trubetzkoy, and KuryXowicz have contributed to the
accentology of Late Polabian, the terminus ad gquem for our
study. Lehr-Splawifiski and Trubetzkoy found either a final or
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panultimate stress depending on the length of these syllables,
while KuryYowilcz suggested a fixed stress on the initial syl-
lable., I am certain that Reinhold Olesch5 has successfully re—
futed Kuryxowicz'56 thebry by demonstrating that Middla Low
Garman horrowings, most of which had a typical initial German-
ic stress, systematically underwent a shift of stress to thelr
final or penultimate syllables and, therefore, ware responding
to a system of accentuation that did not have a fixed initial
gtrags, Trubetzkoy very neatly determined the conditions for
the occurrence of stress in Late Polabilan words: if the final
vowel was long, 1t was stressed; and, if it was not long, the
stress wag on the penultimate gyllakle. As 01esch7 has shown,
this state of affairs is nicely reflected in apparently later
Low German loan wordslike farbdt « vorbdt 'prohibition', papir
(_papp?r.'paper', and platér « platiér 'dish', whera tha
stress in the Polablan forms remained ¢n the original long
final syllable; and in words like dmman ¢ dmpitman 'balliff’,
emertkd < hémeirfke 'kingdom of heaven' and spdde < spdde
'spade’, where the original final syllable was short but the
original penultimate syllable was long.

We know much about the location of stress in Polabian
words because in Hennig's and Pfeffinger's lists practically
every word was accented., Hennig's list is the better, and he
utilizee aessentially two accent marks: * and '.8 Henniq himself
gays that the acute accent marks a stressaed éyllable and that
the circumflex accent marks a long syllable. If a long syl-
lable and stress coincide, then the circumflex accent is used.
When we seek to astablish what Hennig meant by a "long" syl-
lable, we discover that he was referring for the most part to
both medial and final syllakles closed by consonants. Note
the following examples:

Dimbak, NSM, d3b4k « *dgbsk» 'small tree'

P8lza, NPM, pdlcd « *palncd 'fingera, toes'

tgdrka, NSF, d'drk¥ ¢ *gorska 'hill' _
sribdrna, NSM (Adj), sribdrn® + #*serbrepnvie’allver-'
bumb8n, NSM, bébln ¢ *bobpny 'drum'

wibbeij8d, NSM, vib'dd + *cbddp 'breakfast'

wirggenfint, inf., virgnlt ¢ *vergngti 'to throw'
plokdl, part. masc., plokdl « *plakaln’cried’
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In the first example above the syllable containing the nasal
vowel was undoubtedly closed by a homorganic nasal consonant,
just as the original transcription indicates. Hennig uses the
circumflex accent in one other instance: to mark a stressed
gyllable just before his use of two coneonants te gain a cer-

tain phonetic wvalues;

messat, inf,, méslt « *medati 'to stir’

ressa, NEF, résa ¢ *rosa 'dew’

nigga, N&F, nilga « *noga 'foot'

notitze, verb 38g., notlic® ¢ *natodits 'he taps (beer}'

From these facts we learn that there is really no significant
difference between the two accent marks although, 1f the two marks
may coincide in a word, the acute markg the stress and the cir-
cumflex a blocked syllable. The fact that the circumflex indi-
cates merely a blocked syllable also tells us that it does not
mark any long vewels. Indeed, one finds that most scholars speak
only of "full" vowels versus just two "reduced" vowels, "4"

and "&", where d is the reduced counterpart exclisively of a,
&, b, v; & is the exclusive reduced counterpart of <, uw, y,; &
and ¢ both are reduced counterparts of e, o depending on the
nature of follewing consonants; and & alternates with g as re-—
duced forms of e. It is to Trubetzkoy? that we owe the elabo-
ration of the distribution of normal (nonreduced} and reduced
gyllables in the language. And from this study he was able teo
work out his succinct statement about gtress in Late Polabian:
that the =stress was on the final vowel 1f it was long (i.e.,
nonreduced) , but on the penultimate syllable if the final vowel
was not long (i.e., reduced)., In a rather recent paper10 Clesch
tabulated all the patterns of reduced versus nonreduced gylla—
bles. It will be instructive to review briefly these patterns
at this point because they are a clear indication of the pres-
ence of complex shifts of stres= that gave rise to the patterns
themselvas, Note particularly the location of the reduced vow-
els: in final position and in medial position just before the
accented syllable. Various processes put the stress on either
the final or penultimate syllable. If the stress was on the
penultimate syllable, the final syllable (the psually weak im-—
nediately posttonic syllable) was either reduced or lost. In
the case of the immediately pretonic reduced vowels we are



- 368 ~

dealing with former immediately posttonic vowels, reduced be~-
cause of. this position, or with formerly stressed wowels, both
types turning up later as pretonlc vowels because of an advance

of stress, '.'Jle':sch'11

says’ that such medial reduced vowels do
not depend on accentual relations. This iz true, but they do
depend on previous accentual relations. The examples helow re-
cord ohly di- and trisyllabic words (except for stréss pattern
6); any longer Polabian words have the same patterns.

1) Strese pattern =u

Original Polabian Word Class Underlying Meaning
Transcripticon Phonetic Form Form

Tijtnatz t'finic Noun NSM *konech end
Ghidsda gidzda Noun MSF *gvézdh star
Chramat grimit vexrbh, inf. *gremati to thunder
Bibdla b1o1lA4 Adj NSF *p&1lhia white

This pattern is formed in most cases by the retraction of
atregs from a final short syllable or a syllakle that sub-
sequently shortened. In a few cases the stress was originally
~on the initial syllable.

2) Stwges pattern =L

Tscheluhb d'sidb Noun NSM xgblghs . dove
notay motd Noun NSF mati mother
Lgoti Lot Noun NSN *]1&to year
eybtst aibilst verb, inf. ‘*ubosti to stab

This pattexrn developed chlefly from the advancement of stress
to the final gyilable. This proéess'produced a long or full-
voweled final ayllable and maintained the full guantity in the
lmmediately pretonic syllable. In a few cases the stress was
originally on the final syllable or was retracted from a final
syllable that was subséquently ilost.

3) Streas pattern -4twu

Patinatz patinac Houn NSM *pptensch bird
wastxrigga vastriiga Noun WSF *agtrbga spur
saritge sarfit’ ad3s NsM *§irok%j§ wide
tiséidat dliza{qast Verb, inf.  *do¥idati to walt

This pattern was produced mostly by a retraction from final
or medial syllables. In a number of cases the stress remained
on the panultimate syllable.
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4) Stress pattern — —=

tgilgondy t’iil’cnai Noun NPM *kolény knees
silljost zil’ozd Noun NSN *¥elezo iren
wamakenfint vamikndt Verb, inf.  *vemnkndti  to lock up
eylautzfl a;laqcﬁl Verb, part. *ulu¥ild has hit upon

This pattern derives from three different sources: advance-
ment of stress from a medial syllable, retraction from a final
lest syllable, or from no shift in positicon whatscever.

5) Stress patiern -guL

komandy koméndi, Noun NPM *kdmeny oven
Nupaldy nopdidi 2dv. *napoly half
Siistari sistiri Coll. Num. *s&stero eix
Ne chardé no gérdé PP LSM *nd gord& in court

Instances of a medial reduced syllable are all produced by
advancement of the stress from the ayllable immediately pre-
ceding the reduced syllable (weakened, as indicated above, by
its irmmediately posttonic position} to the syllable juat fol-
lowing the reduced syllable. In this case the original stressed
gyllable was the initial ayllable.

6) Sirese patiern —-_——tu

eyriasdna ajrazdnd PPP NSN *urézanoje cut off
Eycratina aikrédiné VN NSN *upkradentje stealing
Slawacéna clavicéni adj MSW *Eelvedenoje human
pagawditza paidvajcs Noun NSF *pijhvica leech

In thie pattern the original strese was located on the imme-
diately pretonic syllable. This was an old acute accent,
ghortened in Common Slavic times. Whan the stress was advanced
by one syllable, its quantity was reduced presumably because
of ite location between the primary stress and the secondary
gtress on the initial syllable.

We now know that stress in Late Polabian was always on a
non-reduced penultimate or final syllable, and the preceding
stress patterns have demonstrated that this acecentological con~
dition was reached by Bselective retractions and advancements
of stress. We shall now essay both an explanation and relative
chronology for these various shifts of stress. To the best of
‘my knowledge, only Lehr—SpYawifieki has tackled such problems.
Both in his book Gramatyka pofabska and in his article "%
rozwazah o powstaniu akcentuacji polabskiej" he tabulates

these shifts, and in the article he attempts to account for
them. Ha iz concerned chiefly with a physico-phonetic explana-
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tion for the retractien from a final syllable to a preceding
long syllable and for the advancement of stress from a sylla-
ble with a clrcumflex accent to a succeeding final syliable.

It is certainly not @ifficuit to deal with the notion of retrae-
tion of stress from a final syllable to directly preceding

long vowels, but Lehr-SpYawifiski's explanation12 seems a bit
labored, The amplitudinal curve in a word with final stress

is supposed to rise throughout the word and culminate in the
courses cof the final syllable and then f£all quickly. If this
degline occurs directly after the beginning of the final syl-
lable, one c¢an get a premature fall of this curve below its
highest level in the pretonic syllable aso that this syllable

can become dominant and assume the word stress. I do not find
his argument for the genesis of stress advancement from a cilr-
cunflex syllable at all convinging., He claims that, 1f the
penultimate syliable had an acute (rlsing} accent, it could
maintain its dominance over the following syllakle where tﬁe
amplitudinal curve would be lower than that in the stressed
syllable. But in the case of a circumflex acecent {with the

high portion of the amplitudinal curve at the beginning of the
syllable) on the penultimate syllable, the curve would be low-
ered beyond that point and eventually a critical point would be
reachad where it would elther be cut short or rise again in the
next gyllabla. This riee would supposedly gradually gain ascend-
ancy over the previously accented portion of the word and attract
the stress. Lehr-sSplawifiskli also gives us only a rather rudimen-
tary chronology involving only the ketraction from a final syl-
labla to a preceding long syllable and the general advancement of
stresd from an initial syllabla with a circumflex accent to an
_immediately following final syllable. He states very definitely
that the ratraction precedes the advancament, hut his raason for
this ordex of events is not clearly expounded. It seems that the
retraction must occur first in order to establish a clear opposl-
tion in initial syllables between falling and rising
intonaticns. Then this opposition plus the physico-phonetic facts
is supposed to promote the subseguent ghift of stress to the '
final syllable from circumflex syllables. I am not convinced.
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I am certain that we must seek the basis for these shifts in
that calamitous event in medieval Slavic — the fall of the jers
- and that we must establish some kind of hierarchy for the
loss of jers in different positions in order te account for

the various shifts of stress. It ir cobvious that the stress

wag retracted from final jers throughout Slavic, and it is al-
most as clear that the advancement of stress also occurred aft-
er the loss of certain jers, at least. The evidence for this

18 not to be found in Polablan; but in Slovene, whose multiple
shifts of stress not so surprisingly parallel those in Po-
labian. There is good evidence. One example will suffice. The
forms grdd, gradit in S8lovene show that an advancement of stress
occurred in the gen. sg. but was blocked in the nom. sg., where
the final jer had already disappeared. If the jer had been
present at the time of the advance, the stress on that jer would
' presumably have been retracted later to the root syllable to
yvileld a rising intonaticn. '

I now present an ordered set of accentological events that
seem most likely to have produced the type of accentuation pos-
tulated for Late Polabian, Each event will be motivated by a
phonological change or by an analogical relationship,

1} The retraction of stress from a final full vowel in
derived nouns to & long syllable created by the loss of a jer
jin the original penultimate syllable. This accentological devel-
opment is not specific for Polabian. It is shared by all the
Slavic languages and, therefore, is the filrst of the stress
shifts caused by the loss of jers, We hypothesize that medial
unstressed jers at least in derivational elements disappear
first. Note the following examples:

*orlzja » rl174 ‘plowed field' *volbjd s vil'4 ‘'will®

*golvrka » glifk&® ‘'distaff’ *1istkdé » ldlskd ‘'fox'

*pletenbjé » pliténé 'braiding' *zaplthijd » zopdit’ #
'hetrothal’

The same shift of stress seems to take place at least in Po-
lablan in various case forms of masculine nouns ending in final
full vowels. The piecture here is not uniform throughout the
Slavic languages.

*bo¥nch (AS) » Dblzdd 'God' *kolkolpky (NPF)» k1&t'S1t’&
*poiensed (NP) » patincé 'birgs’ "little bells'
*5léprcé (NP) » slépcd 'roosters’
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As is clea; in most of the ‘languages, retraction produced a
nec~acute ‘accent., This fact will acquiﬁe'more importance as
wa proceed through subséquent shifts. Presumably, this shift
of stress did not cccur in adjectival forms like *krassondja
just at this moment because there were accentelogical class
relationships to be meintained and the stress was not on a
final vowel.

2) The advancement of stress to the final syllable in
all so-called mobille paradigms {stress on elther the firat or
f£inal syllable of all the forms in a given paradigm). We al-
ready khow that this shift of stress was shared by Slovene,
where the newly stressed vowel was lengthened and received a
clreumflex accent, and that the whole event occurred after
the loss of absgolutely final unstressed jers. One gets the
general impression here that this whole shift was motivated
solely by a striving to line up the stresseé.throughout the,
paradigm by advancing the stress 1n all cases of initial atress.
One can argue much more convincingly, however, that the prima-
ry motivating force was the loss of final unstressed jers,
that occurrxed in the nom. and ace. gg. of most nouns with mo-
bile stress. This loss left the stress on the only or final
syllable of critical forms in the paradigm, and the stress
advanced to the final syllable then in the remaining forms
with initial stress. Slovene indicates quite clearly that these
remaining forms were the gen. sg. and nom.-acc. pl.'Fortunate—
ly, 1t is just these forms that are attested with. any freguen-
gy in Polabian. You have just noticed too that the newly stressed
syllables are long in Slovene, e.g., keosti (GS, M/AP). I shall
assume that the wvery same syllable was long in Polabilan alsog.
This assumption is impoxtant for the next accentological shift,
and length in these syllables may have contributed to diphthongi-
zations like Z . af, u» ai/ay, y» at/ot and_narrowing and tensing
like @ » o, ¢ »4i in the phonological system. This shift is prima-
rily found then zmong f-stems and masc, o-ztems:

*gdlobe » d’813b 'dove’ *gvbzdé (N/AP}> d fizdd 'nails’
*3011 (G@S) > slili 'salt’ *150di {N/AP)> 1'aydai 'people’
*bdga (GS) » bilgd 'God" *E%by (N/AP) » zpbo] 'teeth'
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adverbial forms in -o3
* b
*ghxe > sagfii  ‘drily’ *10bo » lfajblii 'kindly'
and secondarily among neuter o-gtems and femine g-stems:

#8brvo » crevii 'intestine' *kblo > t'B1l# 'wheel!
*nogg (AS) » ntigd 'foot/leq' *gbry (N/AP)> 4'8ridi 'mountains'

3) The next step involves the retraction of stress from
final open syllables to preceding leng syllabkles. Thie is not
to be vonfused with retraction 1), where medial jers were in-
volved. This new retraction 1s to be dilrectly cbserved appar-
ently enly in Slovene and Polabian. Purthermore, I would like
to suggest that this shift of stress 1s also triggered by the
third stage of developrment of the jers, the retraction of stress
from final jers, In view of the fact that we get retraction of
stress from final jers to either long or short syllables and
that we freguently chserve compensatory lengthening in the case
of short syllables, it seems reasonable to find retraction from
a short nonreduced vowel to a preceding long one. We would ex-
pect these newly stressed long vowels to bear the neo—acute ac~
cent even though there is no evidence for this in Polabian.
Bsar in mind too that no retraction will take place from the
newly stressed final syllables that resulted from the advance-
ment of the stress hecause these latter would be long stressed
syllables. All linguistic forms involved in this shift display
the final-clumnar stress fixed in Slavic on the first or only
syllable of the desinence. Here we have masc., fem., and neuter

nouns :
*pot’d {GSM) > pgtl 'road’ *k1fusé (N/APM) > kK1'dycl ‘keys'
*mokd (NSF) » mgké 'flour' *vdk4 (NSF) » rék& ‘'river'

*gnézdo (N/ABN) » gridzd® 'nest *kridld (N/ASN) » krdidl¥ 'wing’
It 1s important to mention here that there is another retrac-
tion dependent upon the retraction of stress from final jers.
This cceurs in all Slavic languages among pronominalized ad-
jectives and seems to be an effort to distinguish accentologi-
cal classes, l.e., to maintain a separation between oxytonic
and final-celumnar adjectives. That 1s, when in NSM oxytonic
forms ending in -»ji5 the stress was retracted to the preceding
jer {» -vjp), then the final-columnar stress passes to the root
gyllable (-%jo > ‘ogjp). Thus in Polabian one gets the following
NEM forms with coalescence and reduction of the desinential
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syllable:
*&fnbis » cdrnd 'black' *dobrbis - dlibrd 'good’
*glupbjns > gldjpé ‘young' *bd&lijn > b'dld ‘'white®
Analogy produced_the sama retractlon in the other desinential
Forms : ' ' .
*kraspndja » krdsnd 'beautiful’ *legrkoije » 17at’a 'light’
*mokrdja > mikrd ‘wet' *tepldje » téplid 'warm'

Note that there 1s no retraction in the case of final-columar
short neuter adjectives, where there is no confrontation bet-
ween oxytonic and final-columnar forms:
*zimend = za;mnﬂ 'cool! *taZpkd > tqstﬁ-'heavily/gravelyﬂ
4) The next stage in the accenteological development would
gseem to involwe another adwancement of stress to final open
syllables ~ this time on the part of barytonic words. This
development must be the result of a complex response partly to
the similar advance among mobile nouns and partly to the pre-
viocus retraction, which placed the stress on the initial syl-
lables of many nouns, Again I must point out that the results
of the previous retraction are not going to be awept into this
advance because they had a neco-acute accent on a long syllable,
while barytonic words at that time all had a short falling ac-
cent, This advance is to be observed among barytonic nouns of
all three genders and among the few barytonic short adjectives
that are attested. Note the advance also in trisyllabic forms:
Masculine: -

*s{ra (658) » 8ard ‘chesse’ *gddy (N/AP) > goddi ‘énakes'
*porzi (NP)» por3dl 'thresholds' *kameny (W/AP}> komindi 'oven'
Feminine:

*korvy (N/AP)> korvéi ‘'cows’ *golmy (GS)> slamdl 'straw’
*tofa (NS) » tged ‘'cloud’ *Jagody {N/AP) > iod'3d3i 'berries’'
*stira » stord ‘'old'

Neuter:

The fact that this advancement of stress  occurs only among
neuter singular forms suggests strongly that this is an ana-
logical development. In this way the rather typical accento-

logical oppos;tion between sg. and pl. 1s maintained:

*1&to » 17oth lyear/summer "' *jablwko » jopt’li ‘apple’
*2idlo » said}ﬁ 'awl' *irdlo > radli 'hookplow'
*digo » daud’ii ‘'long' *2lgto > caistii 'c¢lean'

It is pessible that another kind of analogical streas advance-

ment took place in certain aorist paradigms in Polabian as a
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result of the previous retraction from a stressed jer. For sup-
port here we must appeal to Serbo-Croatian, the only Slavic
langunage with extensive reliable data in this verbal category.
It can be shown that the 2/3sg. aoriet forms of oxytonlc verbs
have root stress, the result of retractilicon, Thus, the lsg. aor.
of p&di 'to bake' is  pekoh <« *pekdx< *pekowst, but the 2/3 sg.
acr. ls p2de «tpedés/*pedét., Aorist forms in Polablan are
all too rare, but just one 1 eg. aorist form like aépagst&ﬁx
< *upugtizd agrees perfectly with the intermediate form above
#pekox, which later underwent the neo-Btokavian retraction.
Then the presence of three 3 sg. aor. forms with a final stress,
all from oxytomic verb stems, points to earlier forms with an
initial stress that was subsequently advanced to line up the
locus of stress with that developing in the 1 sgq. form. Thus
we have pdoi 'he fell', rie? ‘he said', Jfidl 'he went': .
phoi« péci4 *priét rici< rici < fre¥ét  fudl < #iigi « *xodét
5) Next follows a retraction from final open short ayl-
lables to precedinyg short vowele. This change would seem to be
related to the earlier retraction to preceding long vowels,
but it is confined to situations where it can be supported by
existing vppositions of stress between singular and plural
forms. We therefore observe this shift of stress in the nom.
pl. forms of neuter and the nom. sg. forms of feminine para-
digms. There is unfortunately only one extant neuter noun here:
t* 818 <tkola 'wheels'; and, as a result of this shift, a con-
trast in stress is cbtained@ in regards to the singular, #°41{
< *kbdlo. There is no dearth of examples among femlnine nouns,
and the shift is exceptionless.

*vodd > vada ‘'water' *bpleld > célA  'hee'
*trmid > £t Bm& ‘darkness’' *slnhzh > Bliz4 ‘'tear'
I call attention to the fact that there is no such retraction

among masculine nouns where there is no well-established sin-
gular-plural accentual opposltion:

*yola {GS) » vAld ‘'ox' *prul (NP} » pasdl ‘'dogs'
*bobl (NP} > bilbdi 'beans' *no¥& (N/AP)> nuzé ‘knives'

This is a good point at which to stop and examine briefly the
accentological status of disyllabic g-stem feminine nouns in
Polabian. Only the nom, and acc. sg. and the nom.-acc. pl, are
sufficliently attested in the language, but even here one can
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readlly detect the mixed accentological types. In Common Slavic
there-presumably'existed only a barytonlc and final-columnar
type, the latter ylelding various mobiles patterns under analogi-
cal pressure. Polahian shows clear examples only of barytonic
and mobile types, the latter manifested in acc. sg. forms. In
Late Polabian the facts are the following: as we have seen, all
nom. -adc. p;. forms bear a final stress, and in the nom. sg.
all nouns with an original final stress bear an initial stress,
while most original barytonic nouns have a final stress, but

a fairly significant number hévé the stress on the first ayl-
lable or a variant with initial streas:

*petza > bérzi ‘birch’ *dbva > advd ‘'girl!
vgnida > gndidd ‘nit’ *kolda » klidi 'barrel'
*niva »najva” 'field’ *yiba » virb4 ‘'willow'
*baba » bobd/kdbd 'old woman' *ripa > repd/répi 'turnip’

*gplma > slAmb/slimd 'straw'
The acc. =g. is not very well represented, but all original
barytonic forms and most mobile forms have final stress:

Barytonic: )
*gling > glaind ‘'clay' *jamg > jomd ‘hole’
*kotvg » korvd cow' *vofng > vornd ‘'crow’
Mobile:
*gélvq > glavy ‘'head’ . *nbgg > niligd 'leg/foot’
*rokg > rgkd ‘hand/arm’ *gtdrno » stornd ‘'side’
*yodg, > vad 'water' iy
but: *disq > ddusa soul *gbrg » d’Brq 'mountain’

In these data one can easily discern the results of the accen~
tual shifts already cbserved, but the uriiformity of final stress
in the plural va, the fluctuations of stresa in the singular
indicates that the pattern may have been developing inte a sg./
pl. stress opposition. .

6) The next logical straess shlft 18 a retraction from
bloc&ed final short syllables. This is presunably a response
to previous retractions from open £inal short syllables. The
blocked syllahles would develop elther where final jers were
lost or where some final full vowel was reduced and eventually
lost. The stress on this final blocked syllable was alther
originally present there or was retracted to this syllable
from a final stressed jer. We find this shift of stress among
a disparate set of derived morphological items:



- 377 -

Nouns :
*Eivorh » zdivit ‘'life’ tkonkch » t’finfc 'end'
*prtensck * pAtindc 'bird’ *jezgks » idz&k 'language’
Adverbs: '

*dalekd = d51&kx 'far' *globokt * gldb&k 'deeply’

*yyscki » voéisdk 'up/above' *meneje * mandl 'less'
Infinitives:

*he¥dti * bézdt "to run/flow' *Zeshti > césit 'to brush'

*lomiti » lfim&t 'te break! *kpsiti » kdsét 'to bite’

=-1- participles:
*pleshls » gl' 541 'have danced' *praZhle »prdsil ‘have asked'
» sHA’

*¥gndéls 1 ‘'have done' *zrreln » zdFfA1 *have seen'
Imperfect: .
*ypui®i¥e > ajipdustds 'he was dropping' *rigdxe * ricix

[] r

Numeral : I ordered

*Setyre > citdr ‘'four'
Characterizing this retraction as proceeding from a short vowel
seems correct because we observe no retraction from a long syl-

lable: -
*upustils * ajpawstfl ‘have dropped’
*polo#iles * pdlilzil ‘'have placed’
*yntrkndti » vAtdkndt ‘'to pierce'
*vmzt@inﬁti >, vAstagngt 'to pull up'
*

*ubos » a;bﬁst 'to stab’

*upustIxb » ajpaystdix 'I dropped’
As I have assumed in the preceding examples, verbs in ~it{ are
chiefly oxytonic and will place the Btress justi aftrer the -i-
suffix, There is some evidence for this in Slovene. We must
also note here that the stress is net retracted from the final
syllable in prejfired deverbal masculine nouns:

*cb&dv > vib’dd ‘breakfast'  *vhzdrizn » vizdrdz 'volce/
*perpéks » pripék 'overdone places on breadcrust’ melody'’

7} It is not at all diffichlt to conceive of the next
stress shift, an advancement, ae a response to the foregoing
retraction. This advancement moves the stress to a final blocked
syllable from an immediately preceding syllable. Again, the
results of the preceding retraction would not get involved in
this advancement because the newly stressed syllakles would
bear a rising accent. It is significant also that the same gram-
matical categories are subject to both the retraction and the
advancement:

Noune:

*vb¥ers > vicdr 'evening' *vixnre » vaix8r ‘whirlwing'
*&gore * vod'dr ‘eel! *ogle > qu'gl 'coal’
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Infinitives:

*kd%ati » t’aysdt 'to taste' *séjati > §1jét  ‘“to sow'
*glyZati » =18isdt ‘to hear'
-1- Participles:
*pldkals * plokdl 'have cried’ *posld¥aln s péslaysdl 'has listened’
*krddles * krodfl ‘'have stolen' *jddle > jedil ‘'have eaten'

8) I assume that the last stage in the complex development
of the stress patterns in Polabian includes adjustménts of
stresas {usually_advancements) within morphological categories
to the statistically most frequently cccurringsite of stress.
The first of the twe retractions here 18 found among original-
ly oxytonic pronominalized adjectives. For instance, an oxy-
tonic form like #1'ubejt would yield *Z’ubéjb.and then #1°ubj upon
coalescence of the -vjb ending. It is very likely that the
forn *Z’ubﬁm@ith its long final wvowel would not have undergone
the earlier retraction from a short final vowel to give the
end product in Late Polabian 2°&fb&.I therefore assume that
#2{b¢ was produced by an analogical retraction to effect the
same penultimate stress characteristic of the numerous derived
adjectives with an original final-cclumnar stress, as in
ttudondio > *tddnvie » tdydné 'fat'. Here are some other ex-
anples of oxytonic adjectives:

*xromsjb * xrimd 'lame’ *prostsib > prdsté 'crazy'
*xudojé > ¥dudd 'bad/ugly/poor’' *moldwin > ml%d@é ‘small/young’

We must also take note of the fact that all oxytonic verbs are
stressed on the penultimate syllable in the present tense forms,
i.e., in the 3 =g, forms. Note the following examples:

*derett - ddrd 'tears/skins' *b&litd » bélé ’washes’
*pijetd » pdi& ‘'drinks' *grateth > rist¥ 'qrows’

This shift seems to be the result of a complex process triggered
by the retraction of stress from the final jer. Only then could
the final -t have dlsappeared in the second stage of the proc-
ess. The third stage would have been the maintenance of a final
stressed -4 or -¢ until the analogleal retraction . oceourred. In
other words, this was not a very early shift, and it cannot be
connected with any of our previous retractionz that were char-
acteristic of nouns and were primarily instituted to maintain
acctentological oppositions. The -+ must have remailned in po-
sition throughout stage 3) (when there occurred the retraction
from a final short vowel to a preceding long syllable). It
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probably disappeared before stage 5} (retraction from a short
final vowel to a preceding short syllable), but it would have
remained unaffected because 5) was concerned solely with a few
analogical adjustments of stress among nouns. Without a doubt
the loas of -t was much earlier than stage 6} (retraction from
a short vowel in a cleceEed final Byllable). Remember also that
when the stress was retracted from the final jer, former penui-
timate 8tresses were in turn moved back by one

syllable so that the accentologlcal opposition was preserved,
And 1t was to these latter types that the stress in the oxytonic
verbs was assimilated. Here are some examples of verbs with a
more or lesa original penultimate stress: '

khakbty - cis& ‘'brushes' *drémijésie » drém#E 'you dream'
*noslter . nlig® ‘carries' - *proslte » priis® ‘'begs’

In addition, related barytonic verbs presented the same kind
of accentological models tec oxytonic verbs:

*rétets > réz& ‘outs’ *jézditb » {ézad& ‘'rides'
This same kind of analogically based retraction occurs among
a limited number of once productive thematic verbs in —dfe-
that vnderwent a contraction of this disyllabic sequence to
-é—, later shortened to -& (thise diayllabic combination ordi-
natily does not coalesce in the language, e.g., *k¢adjetr »
kgedfé 'bites'}. The contraction and retraction do occur in the
following verbs:

*blrvAjets > bl'avi 'vomits' *bledhjets > bl3dd ‘dreams’
*dyzdjete > d&ixi 'blows' *valjdjets > vél’E ‘rolls’

A verb like *délajetb» d'old could easily have served as a medel
in these instances. All of these above examples should
be an ample demonatration of why there 1s a universal penultimate
strees on all these present—tense forms.

Analcgical advancements of gtress t¢ the penultimate ayl-
lable of proncminalized adjectives occur mostly in past passive
and present active participles and in a few adjectives:

*obrdzannir » vibfizéng 'circumcised’ *uddlancie » ajd’416nd 'done'
*1&tdjgtiaja » 1l'otoidcd 'flying' *khmenenaja » kominénd 'stony'

We also observe an analcogical advancement of stress in the case
of verbal nouns. Here the regularized gite of stress is also
the penultimate syllable. The stress appears here as a result
of an earlier retractlion triggered by the loss of a medial jer
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as in: *ergeenvjé » *trgeénje » trqaind 'shaking’.

*gtri%ennje » strajziné 'shearing' *ukrddensje » ajkriddiné 'stealing’
*upddentje » aip#dénd 'falling away' *vdbenrje » vcbénd 'baiting'

Advancement of atress also occurs rather frequently in the
case -of certain feminine nouns with auffixes that originally
attracted the stress to the penultimate syllable. Here we have
the suffixes'-éba {*hpivioa » kraivaidd '‘bay/gulf') and -éha
(*trootina » trdetdindg 'reed'). '

*jklovica > joluvditd 'heifer' *lastovica > lostdviiéd 'swallaw'
#34¥ina » jauzdinad 'dinner’ *ifsina » laisdind 'forehead'

And, finally, there are a few instances of the advancement of
stress among verb forms with accompanying enclitic pronouns.
Ag an integral part of such phrasal words, the enclitle pulls
the streas forward so that & typlcal penultimate stress is
obtained: '

*gtivi-me > stovdi-m& 'put me' *zndje¥r-me > znojis-mE 'you
*obésilt sé . vibAs¥l-si 'has hanged himself' know me'
*yuzblll jego » vazb&ldl-i¥qg 'they have broken him' .

The penultimate stress before enclitics became established as
a pattern because, once weak vowels had disappeared, the pres-
enca of enclities blocked any further retractions and thus
presexrved the more or less original site of strxess. Examine
the following juxtapositione of verbal forms with and without

enclitics:

*kopati 3@ . kopdt-s& 'to bathe oneself' *kqpdtl » kdpat 'to bathe’
*bolitt me » biili-mé& 'it hurts me' *bolitd » billd "hurts'
*tresetd jego > trgsi-jég 'it shakes him'*trésetd » tris& 'shakes®
*jemotd =& » jimdtd-sd& "they (du) seize each other’

*Spmetd > Jimd "selzes'

I have attempted to show in this paper how the Common
8lavic accentological state of affairs was shaped in ‘Polabian
by the traumatic phonological and morphological évents tran-—
spiring in mediewval Slavic. The whele chain of events was sst
in motlon by the fall of the jers in this pericd and was or-
chestrated by the accentological classes of words inherited
from Common Slavic. It seems to me particularly significantthat
this study possibly reveals a stepwise loss of weak Jers: first
medial jers, next final unstressed jers, and last final stresaed
jers. I have not made an issue of the fact here, but I have
confirmed Lehr-Splawifiski's assextion that the accentological
development in Polablan is remarkably similar to that in S8lov-
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ene, The only significance to be ascribed to this similarity

is that the same linguistic procese, the loss of jers, Jjust

happened to evoke responses that were very much alike in both

linguistic communities.

11.
i2.
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